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s the wind or banner moving ?

(Hsing Yun Ch'an Talk)By Venerable Master Hsing Yun

After inheriting the robe and bowl, Ch'an Master, Hui-neng, hid amoung a band of hunters for
mor e than ten years. When the time was ripe, he started to teach the Dharma.

One day, Master Hui-neng arrived at Fa-hsing Temple and saw two monks heatedly arguing in
front of a banner. Hui-neng approached them, listening to their argument. One of the monks said, "If
there is no wind, how can the banner move? Therefore, | say it is the wind that is moving?"

The other retorted, "If there is no banner, how can you know that the wind ismoving? So | say itis
the banner that is moving."

Each insisted that his own view was the cor rect one. Hui-neng inter rupted them and said, "Please,
there is no need to argue. | would like to settle the matter for you. It is neither the wind that is moving,
nor isit the banner that is moving. It isyour minds that are moving!"

It can be seen from this kung-an that a Ch'an master's way of looking at phenomena is not
confined to external appearances. Ch'an masters see things through the mind's eye.

Our views differ because of our discriminating minds. When our minds are still, all things are at
peace. When our minds move, various distinctions arise. To reach the state in which stillness and non-
stillness harmonize, we have to eradicate ourselves of all discriminating thoughts. Only then will the
peacefulness and stillness of nirvana be realized.



The wondrous use of CH'AN

(Hsing Yun Ch'an Talk)By Venerable Master Hsing Yun

When Ch'an Master, Hsien-yai, was traveling on the road, he
met a quarreling couple.

The wifeyelled, "You are not a man!"

The husband shouted, " Say that one more time and | will hit
you!"

The wife screeched, " So what? You are not a man!"

Listening to the couple quarreling, Master Hsien-yai started
shouting, "Come, come and watch! You have to pay to watch a
bullfight or cockfight, but you do not need to pay to watch
people fight! Come and watch!"

The couple continued quarreling.

The husband threatened, "If you say that one more time, | will
surely kill you!"

The wife exclaimed, "Go ahead and kill me! You are not a
man!"

Hsien-yai declared, "Oh! It is becoming more and more
exciting, They are going to kill each other. Come quickly and
watch."

Then a spectator rebuked, "Hey, monk! What are you screaming
about? Their quarreling is none of your business."

Hsien-yai said, "But it is my business. Didn't you hear that they
are going to kill each other? If one of themis killed, there will
be a need for someone to perform the funeral ceremony. | can
make money if | am asked to perform the ceremony.”

The spectator was appalled and exclaimed, "You are crazy in
wanting othersto kill just so that you can earn some money!"

Hsien-yai replied, "I can also stop them from killing each other,
but in order to do that, | have to start teaching them the
Dharma.”

Instead of continuing with their quarrel, the couple began to
listen to the argument between Hsien-yai and the spectator.

Hsien-yai started to counsel the couple, "lce, no matter how
thick it is, will melt when the sun comes out. A grain of rice, no
matter how hard it is, will soften when cooked over a fire. You
are husband and wife because you have a special affinity
towards each other. You should be the sun that warms each
other, and you should be the fire that helps the other realize
each other's potential. | hope that you will learn to live with
each other and respect each other."

Master Hsien-yai demonstrated the wondrous use of Ch'an.
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