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The history of Christmas

Written by Editorial Department
Directed by Kuo Chiang Chien

Christmas is one of the greatest days for most of the Christian to celebrate the birth of the Human Savior,
Jesus Christ. About the exact birthday of Jesus Christ is still uncertain, because it had never been written in the
Bible. It was not until 400 A.D. that Christians began to celebrate Christmas in various days and places. After
the western countries believed in Jesus Christ, Christmas had become a great and holy day in stead of a holiday
inayear.

About the birth of Jesus Christ, the Bible says that His mother Mary was pledged to marry Joseph, but
before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph, her husband,
was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord (Gabriel) appeared in his dream and said, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is fromthe Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. (Thisis the
meaning of Jesus).

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his
wife. Later, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. Therefore,
Joseph went home to register with Mary, who was expecting a child. While they were there, the baby was born
and his mother wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn. At that time, three Magi from the east came to Bethlehem, they saw the star and followed it to the house
where the child and his mother lived. They worshiped Jesus and offered the gold, bdellium, and myrrh. At the
same time, the shepherds were guided to the house by the angels. Later, they spread out the news of the Nativity,
the Savior, Jesus Christ is coming.

It is believed that Jesus was born in 4 B.C., people celebrated the birth of Jesus and designed it as the first
year in dominical year. Many people tried to calculate the exact birthday of Jesus Christ and finally accepted
25th December as Christmas to against the date of celebrating "Saturnalia" and the midwinter because it is on
accordance with them in the Empire of Roman. This is why the churches wanted to use this day to take place of
the old alien custom, for example, the sun-god Attis (the representation of justice) was replaced by the Jesus
Christ. Because the Christianity was very popular in Europe, many customs such as the Christmas tree and light
festival were combined into the celebrating of Christmas.

A legend about "Christmas" celebration was invented to against "Jo Saturnalia” (a celebration for the
Saturn), therefore, Christians held similar celebration which includes masquerades in the streets, big festive
meals, visiting friends, and exchange of good-luck gifts.

About the story by using Christmas tree as a decoration, it was said that it was originated from German.
There once lived a farmer, who treated a poor girl with hospitality and didn't know she was the incarnation of
angle. After they had a wonderful night, the girl broke and inserted a branch of pine to the ground, the branch
amazingly became a Christmas tree,then, she took it as a reward to the man before she | €ft.

In addition, the custom of sending Christmas cards was started from a Royal Christmas celebration in
Britain since 1844 A.D., the empress and prince send invitations with Christmas blessing to invite the children of
royal family to celebrate Christmas together in Windsor Castle. After that, many people in Europe followed them
to send the cards with blessing for their friends and relatives.

Finally, there was a very famous legend about the Santa Claus. It was said that he was Bishop S. Nicholas
who was very generous and often helped the poor. He dressed a red coat and sent gifts to the poor children, and
he also brought the warmth and wishes to the western world.
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